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Description automatically generated]2025 ARCHERY HUNTING RULES 
*Please note* All DEC Hunting Rules must be followed!

IMPORTANT 2025 DATES:

Fri, September 19th: Last Day to Register for the Program
Mon, September 22nd: Qualifying Shoot for New Hunters Tues, September 23rd: Mandatory Hunters Meeting @7pm
Wed, September 24th: Tree Stand Permitted to be Installed   
Thurs, September 25th: Sign ups begin on Signup Genius
Wed, October 1st: First Day of Hunting Season
Tues, December 16th: Last Day of Hunting Season
Mon, December 29th: Tree Stands Must be Removed


PERMITTED HUNTING AREAS:

1. Whiting Rd. Nature Preserve
403 Whiting Road, Webster NY 14580
(parking at trail head lot on the west side of Whiting Rd.) 
2. Gosnell Big Woods 
680 Vosburg Road, Webster NY 14580 
(parking lot at the corner of Drumm Rd. & Vosburg) 
3. Finn Park
850 Maple Drive, Webster NY 14580 
(this is also the location of Liberty Lodge)
4. Four Mile Creek Preserve 
1433 Lake Road, Webster NY 14580
(near Lake and Philips Road)


QUALIFYING SHOOT FOR NEW HUNTERS
· NEW hunters must successfully complete a qualifying archery shoot at the Webster Recreation Center on Monday, September 22nd between 4:30 and 5:30 pm.  Registration is not required for the shoot. 
· You must bring your valid 2025 Archery Hunting License & valid driver’s license.
· Qualifying shoot is a target distance of 20 & 30 yards with 3 shots using only field tips (no broad head tips allowed).

PERMITTED HUNTING DAYS AND HOURS:
· ALL hunters must attend a mandatory Hunters meeting on Tuesday, September 23rd at 7 pm at Webster Recreation Center.
· You must sign up for dates, times, and location before hunting.  Additional details regarding this process will be provided at the Hunters Meeting.  You are not permitted to hunt unless you are on the schedule.  
· Hunting will be allowed 7 days a week.  
· You may enter the park 30 minutes prior to start time to reach your tree stand.    
· Bow hunting hours are 30 minutes before sunrise until 10:00 am and again from 3:00 pm until 30 minutes after sunset.
· Absolutely no hunting between 10am and 3pm, except after daylight savings. After standard daylight savings time hunting hours are from 2:00 pm until sunset.

DEER MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (DMAP) PERMITS:
· To receive a Webster Hunting Permit, you need to show your valid 2025 Archery Hunting License & valid driver’s license.    
· DMAP permits are reserved for those who harvested a deer last season and reported their harvest. Any remaining permits will be distributed and coordinated at the Hunters Meeting
· It is preferred you harvest a doe before using your own buck tag. 
· All deer harvests must be reported directly to the DEC and to Traci Ruffell at Webster Parks and Recreation Department by submitting a google doc form the following information will be asked: Sex of Deer Taken (male/female), Age of Deer (adult/fawn), Date Taken, Hunter Name, Hunter Date of Birth, Location of harvest (Gosnell, Finn, Whiting, Four Mile Creek).  Click here to fill out google doc for deer harvest.

TREE STAND REGULATIONS:
· The town accepts no responsibility for damaged or stolen tree stands.  
· All tree stands may remain in place throughout the season beginning September 24th and removed by December 29th.
· All tree stands must be marked visibly with your NYS Hunting License number.  Any unmarked stand maybe confiscated by the Town of Webster or DEC and will not be returned.
· No screw in tree steps | No limb or tree cutting allowed | No ATV or vehicle use 
· Setback distance is 150 feet from any dwelling.

PRIVATE PROPERTY REGULATIONS:
· Absolutely no trespassing on private property without the landowners’ permission. Please do not walk or approach private property.  Stay comfortably within the Town property.  Please be courteous and respect neighboring landowner properties.
· If a wounded deer falls on private property, you must call 911 immediately.  A Police Officer will euthanize the deer and you may take it at that point.  DO NOT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES TAKE IT UPON YOURSELF TO COMPLETE THE DEER HARVEST OUTSIDE THE DESIGNATED HUNTING AREAS!     

A Webster NY Hunters Facebook page has been setup @ https://www.facebook.com/groups/766434041218295, if you would like to follow, please note the Town of Webster is not the administrator of this page.
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